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Welcome Class of 2034

Dear Families,

Welcome to Kindergarten at Wampatuck Elementary School. This is a milestone in the life of your child, and represents an important
step toward independence. With this step, he or she enters a big and broader world. The school now becomes a partner with you in the
education of your child. It will be an exciting and happy adventure filled with new opportunities to live, work, and learn alongside
teachers, staff, and peers. Kindergarten sets the foundation for skills and attitudes needed for success later in life. Through the combined
efforts of home and school, we will make it a period of great educational, personal, and social growth for your child.

Our instructional program is designed to develop the whole child, with emphasis on his or her unique strengths and needs.The

curriculum is designed to provide a developmental program for each child based on a sequence of skills focused on building self-esteem

and a joy of learning. By building on each child’s strengths and unique learning profile we encourage and promote positive self-esteem.

We strongly believe  education is a partnership between home and school. Parent involvement is crucial to the academic and social

development of students and parents are encouraged to participate in the educational process. Reading to your children every night is

an important step in building and enriching vocabulary that will enable children to decode familiar words as they become lifelong

readers, writers, mathematicians, scientists, and social scientists.

We want every child to have a successful educational experience. Commitment to excellence in education is accomplished when families

and schools work together purposefully, with mutual respect and trust. This goal becomes reality for a child when parents and school

staff work together in an atmosphere of shared concern and cooperation.

On behalf of the entire Wampatuck school community, we welcome you and your child to our school family. We look forward to learning

and growing with you as your child begins his or her elementary school journey.

Tracy Riordan

Wampatuck Principal



A Word from our School Nurse, 
Lauren Bennett, BSN, RN, NCSN 

Welcome Kindergarten families!  I am looking forward to meeting and caring for our new Kindergarten class! I would like to share some important information

concerning the health and safety of our students at Wampatuck School. 

●If you have any special concerns about your child’s health or if your child has a medical condition such as food allergies, asthma, epilepsy, or diabetes please let me

know before the start of the school year.  I will be happy to schedule a meeting with you to discuss your child’s health needs.  You can reach me by email at

lbennett@scit.org.   

●Prior to entry to Kindergarten, please submit proof of your child’s current physical exam with lead level and vision screening, and all required immunizations

including:  5 Tetanus, Pertussis and Diptheria (DTP), 4 Polio, 2 MMR, 2 Varicella, and 3 Hepatitis B immunizations. All vaccine/immunization documentation

must be complete before your child starts school in September.

●I am here to administer first aid as well as to take care of ill students.  You will be notified if your child becomes ill at school or needs to be dismissed due to health

reasons.  Parents and caregivers, please make sure your contact information is up to date; include your work number in case of emergency.  Also, list the names of

two additional designated contacts in the event a parent cannot be reached. 

●During the beginning of the school year, I will be testing the vision and hearing of all our Kindergarten students.  You will be notified if your child does not pass the

screening. 

●On occasion, a child needs to receive prescription medication at school.  The school nurse can administer the medication only if it is brought to school by the parent

in the original prescription container.  A physician’s written school order and a signed parent permission form are also required.  For the safety of all our students,

children are not allowed to transport medication to school. 

●Currently, masks are to be worn at all times by all students except during recess, outdoor physical education class, and lunch.

●To help prevent the spread of COVID-19, colds and flu, please keep your child home if there are symptoms of a fever, sore throat, and/or a persistent or

congested cough (refer to the Covid Symptom Checklist below).  Your child should be fever-free for 24 hours before returning to school.  If your child has had a

gastrointestinal illness, he/she should be symptom-free for 24 hours before returning to school, have a negative Covid-19 test and able to tolerate food and fluids. 

●On school days, refer to the Family/Student Daily Covid Symptom Checklist daily and if you answer yes to any of these questions, your student will need a negative

Covid-19 test before returning to school.  Please note that Scituate Public Schools follow the health guidelines from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health

and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.

●Please notify me if your child has COVID-19, Strep throat, Chickenpox, Fifth’s disease, head lice, or any communicable condition.  Childhood illnesses can sometimes

be a serious threat to vulnerable members of the school population; therefore, it is important that the school nurse be notified. 

●Finally, if your child is going to be absent, email lbennett@scit.org or call the school at, 781-545-8790. Please call and ask to speak with the school nurse if you are

unsure whether you should keep your student home for signs of illness.  Five or more consecutive days absent require a note from the health provider. 

I look forward to meeting your child in the fall! Have a fun and healthy summer! 

Sincerely,

Lauren Bennett, BSN, RN, NCSN

Wampatuck School Nurse
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Dear Future Kindergarten Parents,
Many of you have asked how to assist at home your
young learner in developing their early literacy skills.
The number one thing you can do is READ, READ,
and then READ some more! Reading aloud helps to
develop listening skills, comprehension skills,
vocabulary, and it is also a fun and enjoyable time for
you and your child. It can be amusing to read fairy
tales, or patterned stories which can then begin to
help your child learn to appreciate predictability and
story structure. Reading familiar poems or Mother
Goose nursery rhymes also can help to develop an
appreciation of the rhythm and rhyme found in poetry
and prose.

There are many other enjoyable ways to help your
child develop early literacy skills. Engage in
activities that make your child aware of words and
the sounds of our language. Identify words on food
boxes, signs, posters, etc. Sing songs, recite poems or
chants, rap or engage your child in conversations
about words and their sounds that letters make will
help your child get ready to become a reader. In
addition to reading aloud, here are some fun activities
that you can do with your child to support the
development of their literacy skills.

★ Engage in a rhyming game with your child by
saying words that rhyme with each other. For
example: You say “fox”, your child may say
“box”. This is referred to as the ”I say, You say”
game.

★ Get your children up and moving with the
Rhyming Word sit down game. During this
game, the parent reads several words aloud. The
child is to take a step forward each time the
words rhyme.

If the words do not rhyme, the child is to sit down on
the ground.

You can alter the activity in this game to really
engage your child’s interests. For example, if your
child loves gymnastics, have your child do a
handstand during rhyming words and a somersault
when a word does not rhyme. Personalize the
experience for your child to enjoy the game.

★ Rubber Band Stretch Game: Get a rubber band to
help show your child how to stretch out words.
As you say the parts of a word ex/ffffffff/
/ooooooo/ /xxxxxxxxx/ stretch out the rubber
band a little bit more each sound you say. After
you’ve stretched it out let it go back to its natural
size and say the word “fox”. When you are
stretching the rubber band your child can stretch
an imaginary rubber band and say the sounds as
you say them.  You could also change this
activity to have you and your child stretch when
saying the parts of the word, instead of using a
rubber band.

★ Play a variation of the “I Spy” game. Find an
object in a book or around the room and state the
sound that the object starts with (not the letter
name). For example, you could say “I spy
something with my little eye, something that
starts with /ssssss/.” Have your child try to guess
what you spy. Next have your child spy
something and say the sound of the letter the
object starts with.

★ As a variation and  more challenge for the “I
Spy” game, you could find an object in a picture
book ande say the name of the object you spy,
without the initial sound of the word.

★ For example, if you were to pick cat, you could
say “I spy something with my little eye at.”

★ Play “Say it and Push it”: Use tokens, pennies, or
even M&Ms, to push as you count the number of
words in a sentence. Progress to number of
syllables in word, to number of sounds in a word.

★ For those children who are ready, use
commercially made tiles that you find in
Scrabble or Bananagrams and have your child
use the titles to spell their name or their friends
and family’s names. You could progress to color
words of familiar vocabulary to your child.

Your job is to create a child willing and able to come
to school ready to learn. Creating a child that loves
learning and reading can best be done by exposing
him or her to books. Read about often and regularly,
take advantage of our wonderful public library, and
model your own appreciation for literature and
informational books. Show your child that they can
learn new things through reading books. Your child
will come to school eager to learn to read.

Please feel free to contact us should you have any
questions about your child’s early literacy skills. In
the fall, your child’s teacher and I will be happy to
discuss any concerns you may have.

Carol Sousa,
Literacy Specialist



Welcome to Wampatuck
 
When is the first day of kindergarten?

Kindergarten orientation for students will be on September 8, 2021. This will be for students and parents/caregivers. A schedule will be provided in the
summer.

The first day of kindergarten will be September 9, 2021. That day, kindergarteners will attend the regular school day hours.

 What are the regular school hours?
The school day begins at 8:55am, but students are asked to arrive by 8:40am to ensure they have enough time to get in their classroom and get settled
before learning begins.  The school doors will open at 8:40am; please do not drop off your students before this time, as adult supervision is not
available. Students are dismissed from school at 3:25pm.

What happens if my child is sick and cannot attend school?
If your child is sick, please call the office number at 781-545-8790.  The answering machine is on 24 hours a day. Please call as soon as you know
your child will not be in attendance.  Please clearly state your child’s name, the teacher name, and the specific cause of absence. If your child is absent
for three or more consecutive days, the school nurse may call you and ask for a doctor’s note. If you do not call us, we will call you.

 

What if my child gets sick or injured at school?
There is a school nurse in the office.  If your child gets sick or injured, he/she can come down to the health office.  Depending on the illness or injury,
you may or may not be called. All students are sent home when they have a temperature of 100 degrees or are not feeling well.  Parents are notified of
all head injuries. Please be sure your phone numbers are up to date on the student information sheet. Be sure to list cell phone and pager numbers, as
well as work and home numbers.  If you have a change in contact information, please notify the office.

 

How do I pick up my child during the school day?
Please write a note to your child’s teacher or call the office directly and speak to someone in the office. If an emergency arises during the day and you
need to pick up your child, contact the office beforehand and we will notify the teacher of your plans.  You will be asked for identification when you
come to the office.

What should I do if the bus is late or doesn’t pick up or drop off my child on time?
During the first two weeks of school and during inclement weather, the school buses may run a few minutes late.  Once children become familiar with
the bus stops, the routes will run more efficiently. Please be patient. Parents are not allowed to board the bus. A responsible adult must be available at



the bus stop for your student after school or the bus company will return your child to school.  In the event of any problems, please call our
Transportation Office at 781-545-8759 ext. 300. If your child will be a bus rider, please understand that all of our teaching of routines takes place during
the first few days of school. It is important that your child ride the bus to learn the routines. Driving the first day or two interferes with this important daily
routine instruction.                                                                                    

 

If another student bothers my child on the bus, what can I do?
If your child has any problems on the bus, please be sure to mention them to the bus driver or call the principal.  All of our buses have video cameras
for the safety of the students. Be sure to have your kindergartener sit towards the front of the bus and be sure to review the bus rules often. The rules
are: 1. Stay in your seat. 2. Keep your hands to yourself. 3. Use inside voices. Students who continually do not follow the rules on the bus may be
suspended from the bus for a period of time.

 

What if I don’t want my child to ride the bus home or someone else will be picking my child up?
Anytime there is a change in your child’s routine, please write a note to your child’s teacher or call the office directly and speak to someone in the
office.   Do not leave a voicemail or send an email because if there is a substitute teacher they do not have access to the teacher’s email account.  If
we do not have a note or a call, your child will be sent home according to their regular routine. Students may ride their assigned bus only.  If
someone other than a parent or someone on the child’s emergency list is dismissing a child a note is required. We cannot make changes to
who is approved to pick-up a student based on a phone call, we must have it in writing.  Anyone picking up a child from the office will be asked
to show a valid state driver’s license until the office staff becomes familiar with parent(s)/guardian(s) of our kindergarten students.

How do I drop off and/or pick up my child at school?
All student drop off will be in the north parking lot to the left of the building.   Please remain in a single file line, no passing. An adult will assist your
child in/out of the car. Please do not let your child out of the car if you do not see an adult outside. Also, if you arrive late to school, you must park your
car and walk your child into the building, enter at the front office door, and sign him/her in at the office.

Students who are not car or bus riders home will be considered walkers. At dismissal (3:25pm) parent or assigned pick up person will meet the
Kindergarten teachers at the front door to retrieve your child.

As a reminder, as of January 2, 2010 a new law took effect which prohibits cell phone usage while driving in a school zone and/or on school property,
including using a hands free device. Do not use your cell phone in these areas. You can be issued a fine up to $300.

No dogs are allowed on school property according to Town Bylaw Section 30460-A. Please keep your pets at home as we have children who are afraid
of dogs as well as those with allergies.

 



In the event of a snowstorm/severe weather, how will I know if school is in session?
Every effort is made to make a quick decision to keep schools open or have them closed.  You will receive a telephone call and an email from the
Superintendent based on the information you provided in Aspen announcing school closings or delayed opening.  School closings are announced on
local news channels, Channel 4, 5, 7, and radio Station WATD 95.9FM.

 

How safe is my child’s school?
All of our school doors are locked once the students enter the building.  All visitors are identified via security camera at our front door before admitted
into the school. All visitors must sign in at the office and wear a guest badge. All visitors must show a valid state driver’s license or state ID.

 

What if my child is having a problem in class?
Anytime you have a question, concern, and/or problem, you can contact the teacher. Open communication between home and school is an important
key to your child’s success. Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher at any time. Voicemail and e-mail are provided for all staff members.
School Psychologist Ms. Deb Edgren and School Adjustment Counselor Ms. Paulette Marino are available to you.

 

How can I become involved in my child’s education?
Parents are very important to the education process. The number one thing you can do for your child is to take an interest in what he/she is learning.
 Be sure to go through your child’s backpack and folder each night. Talk about the papers and praise your child for working hard. Be sure to read the
newsletters to stay current on upcoming events and projects.  Become involved as a volunteer in your child’s class or the school. Parents may also join
the Parent Teacher Organization (PTO). There are many school-wide activities where you can become involved.  Above all, be sure to read to your
child each night. Twenty minutes of reading each day will benefit your child for years to come!

 



Kindergarten Teachers and Staff at Wampatuck Elementary School
Please feel free to reach out to any of the teachers and staff with questions or concerns.  We look forward to meeting you in the fall.

Mrs. Tracy Riordan, Principal
triordan@scit.org

Mrs. Peggy Duggan,  Administrative Assistant
pduggan@scit.org

Mrs. Michelle Moran, Administrative Assistant
mmoran@scit.org
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Mrs. Lauren Bennett, School Nurse
lbennett@scit.org

Ms. Paulette Marino, School Adjustment Counselor
pmarino@scit.org

Mrs. Deborah Edgren, School Psychologist
dedgren@scit.org

mailto:lbennett@scit.org
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Mrs. Carol Sousa, Reading Specialist
csousa@scit.org

Mrs. Sarah Burns, Speech Therapist
sburns@scit.org

Mrs. Heather Allen, Math Specialist
hallen@scit.org
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Mrs. Maura Forcier, Kindergarten Teacher
mforcier@scit.org

Mrs. Kim Sheehan,  Kindergarten Teacher
ksheehan@scit.org

Mrs. Julie Sylvester, Kindergarten Teacher
jsylvester@scit.org

mailto:mforcier@scit.org
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Important Links

Wampatuck School Kindergarten Orientation Video
https://www.wevideo.com/view/2193000165

Aspen
If you have difficulty logging into Aspen, please email aspenhelp@scit.org

Food Services Program
Information will be sent to all families in August from Food Services Director, David Stevens.

PTO
Every parent/guardian is a member of the Wampatuck PTO. You are encouraged to attend their monthly meetings and learn about your
school community and events.  Notices and calendar details from the Wampatuck PTO and the local community will be sent via email.
Please email WampatuckPTO@gmail.com to sign up for their notices.

Transportation
https://www.scituate.k12.ma.us/district_info/transportation

YMCA Before and After School Programs
https://ssymca.org/program/child-care/norwell-scituate-before-after-school-programs/
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